BIKESYDNEY 2

Joanne M cGuinness
Redfern-Waterloo Authority

Level 11, Tower 2, 1 Lawson Square
REDFERN 2016

4 October 2007

Objection to DA 021-05-07
Dear Joanne

| am raising objections to DA 021-05-07 on behalf of Bike Sydney. Bike Sydney is the bike users
group representing cyclists in the City of Sydney area.

We are concerned that the proponent fails to consider the impact the proposal will have on people
travelling by bike down Wilson Street. In particular we are concerned that:

» theproposed use of the BlacksmithsOWorkshop as a car park encourages the use of cars and draws
car traffic onto a quiet backstreet that is a currently an important bicycle thoroughfare;

* the Statement of Environmental Effects fails to properly recognise the potential traffic impacts,
thus the proposed plan for traffic management is inadequate;

* if the additional car parking spaces are approved the safety of people travelling by bicycle will not
be improved unless the angle and paralel parking on the southern side of Wilson Street be
removed; and

* thetraffic management on site and particularly the flow and interaction of people on bikes with
carsis not well managed.

Context

Wilson Street is an important commuter cycling route in Sydney. It provides a major thoroughfare for
people travelling from west of Newtown to Redfern, the Eastern Suburbs, and the southern precincts of
Sydney® CBD. Bike lanes, street markings, and signage encourage cycling along this on-road route
and it is recognised by Sydney City Council and Marrickville Council as an important regional cycle
route.

Wilson Street west of Golden Grove Street has significantly more car traffic than the eastern end. The
proposed development of the BlacksmithsOWorkshops has frontage to the quiet part of Wilson Street
between Golden Grove Street and Little Eveleigh Street, where people travelling on bicycles are often
the predominant traffic.

In addition to this, the introduction some years ago of angle parking on Wilson Street already provided
more parking places for university staff and students.

Objectionsto the proposed car park

Bike Sydney objects to the proposed use of the BlacksmithsOWorkshop as a car park. It will encourage
car traffic onto a quiet backstreet that is an important bicycling thoroughfarein this part of Sydney.

The proponent envisages that university students and staff will predominantly use the proposed 51 car
parking spaces. Y et, the University and Sydney South West Area Health Service have been working
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together to reduce car use amongst staff and students and to increase healthier forms of transport.
Increasing car parking availability is inconsistent and diminishes these efforts.

The BlacksmithsOWorkshops are well located to major public transport nodes at Redfern, the rail
station at MacDonaldtown, and bus servicesin City Road. The introduction of more car parking in an
areawell serviced by public transport is inconsistent with the objectives of the Draft State
Environmental Planning Policy 66 Blntegration of Land Use and Transport and the Redfern-Waterloo
Built Environment Plan (BEP).

The proponent states that traffic associated with the development will be minimal and the existing road
system will continue to operate at acceptable levels. Thisis not supported by any verifiable evidence,
such as traffic counts or surveys, in the Statement of Environmental Effects.

It is stated that the worst-case expectation is that the development will result in an additional 100 cars
per hour at peak times. The proponent states that thisis a negligible increase, but we estimate that this
is a500% increase on existing car traffic. Thisis hardly anegligible increase. We understand that the
proponent@ traffic survey failed to count bicycle traffic. However, we are pleased to be able to provide
you with that data. Between 60-100 bicycles per hour use Wilson Street during peak hour (the variation
is seasona and wesather related).

Given the location of the development, this increase would impact the eastern end of Wilson Street and
will increase the incidents of conflicts between cars and people cycling. For example, the intersection
of Wilson Street and Ivy Street is often the scene of conflicts. Cars turning right out of Ivy Street often
fail to give way to people cycling east along Wilson Street. With increased traffic on Wilson and
surrounding streets, the intersection of Wilson Street and vy Street will need particular attention to
ensure the safety of people on bicycles travelling from Wilson Street into Little Eveleigh Street.

Theincrease in car parking, and therefore traffic movements, would necessitate separation so bicycle
safety isnot compromised. This should be achieved by removing existing angle and parallel parking on
the southern side to provide a separated cycle way of sufficient width for current and projected
increased cycle traffic on Wilson Street. The CarriageWorks entrance would warrant serious
intersection treatment.

The proposed Eveleigh pedestrian bridge, linking the CarriageWorks and BlacksmithsONorkshop to
ATP isapositive development and is supported by Bike Sydney. It will effectively link the site to 800
current and 1600 potentia car parking spaces. The current car parking proposal will attract traffic to
the streets north of the site. This can be avoided if car parking is managed and contained within the
existing (and proposed) designated areas and access streets. The car parking area will be easily
accessible viathe proposed pedestrian bridge. By not providing the 51 space parking and managing
traffic and parking from one accessible site will aso have the benefit of reducing expectations of
people intending to arrive by car being able to park at the Carriage Works and Blacksmiths Workshop
at other times - another potential source of traffic generation.

The proponent also states that visitors to the proposed markets would walk, cycle or use public
transport. There is no evidence in their submission that they are doing anything to support this
statement. The level of car traffic associated with CarriageWorks eventsis already creating saf ety
problems. Visitors who do not live locally will tend to drive unless actively discouraged, as Enmore
Theatre and Newtown Entertainment Precinct Association have learnt to do.

Promotion of the market and events must play an important role in terms of communicating the
message about transport to the site and limited parking availability. The proponent has not addressed
this issue and providing car parking additional 51 spaces will only hamper that message.
On-sitetraffic management

Thereislittle detail regarding the management of bicycles and other vehicles within the proposed site.
The positioning of stalls immediately outside the workshop@ structure has the potential to narrow the

traffic thoroughfare between the BlacksmithsOWorkshops and the CarriageWorks. A shared zone with
a10 km speed limit must be implemented to safely manage pedestrians, bicycle and motorised traffic
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interaction within the site. A significant proportion of the bike parking is provided to the west of the
CarriageWorks building entrance with additional bike parking provided next to the eastern face of the
CarriageWorks building. If cyclists do not have a dedicated |ane, they will be required to make aright
hand turn across the path of on-coming cars to access the main area of bike parking.

Truck movementsand cyclist safety

The proposed soil remediation work will, for a period of time, increase the number of truck movements
on Wilson Street. Bike Sydney requests that the development proponents ensure the contractors
engaged to undertake the soil capping are made aware of the presence of large numbers of people
cycling on Wilson Street.  Trucks entering and leaving the site must only use designated routes and
any crossing of the cycle lane and pedestrian pavement must be actively managed to ensure the safety
of people walking and cycling.

We do appreciate this opportunity to comment on the development. Representatives from Bike Sydney
would be happy to consult with the developer and/or the Redfern-Waterloo Authority regarding this
development on any other cycling related issues.

Y ourssincerely

Elaena Gardner

cc Clover Moore MP, Member for Sydney
Councillor John Mclnerney, City of Sydney Council
Dr Chris Rissel, Director, Health Promotion Unit, Sydney South West AreaHealth Service
Jeni Bindon, Health Promotion Unit, Sydney South West Area Health Service
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